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Big Missile Sale to Saudi Arabia 
Opposed by Key Congress Panels 


By BERNARD 

Special to The * 

WASHINGTON, April 23 — Two key 
Congressional committees voted today 
to prevent President Reagan from sell- 
ing $354 million worth of advanced mis- 
siles to Saudi Arabia. 

The actions set the stage for a major 
showdown over the Administration's 
Middle East policy in the next two 
weeks. 

Reflecting what are regarded as sig- 
I nificant majorities in both the Senate 
| and House, the Senate Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee voted 11 to 6 against 
the proposed sale, and the House For- 
eign Affairs Committee took the same 
action by an overwhelming voice vote. 
Only two of the House group's 40 mem- 
bers spoke in favor of the sale. 

I Both the Senate and the House will 
| vote on the resolutions of disapproval 
of the missile sale by May 8. If, as 
seems likely, both houses of Congress 
oppose the sale by majority votes it 
would be the first time that any arms 
sale was turned down in the 10 years 
that Congress has had the right to re- 
ject arms sales. 

But Mr. Reagan has vowed to veto 
such a vote. It is less certain that those I 
opposed to the sale can muster the nec- 
essary two-thirds votes to overturn a 
Presidential veto. 

In another action, the Hn„^ r — lfr 
Affairs Committee, by a 22-tn-m ypta 
approved a bill spon sored bv Raory . 

oantotb,. I it it ... ZJ 
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— cu uv KBnrg . 

jjgntative Lee H. Hamilton. Demorrat 
Of Indiana, chairman of the S ftl r- t 
Committee on Int elligence, to compel 
t he Admin istration to make puhlir itc 
pjans to provide ant j-p 0 mmuni«t 
rebels in Angola with covert military 
aid, and to allow t he matter to be dt - 

bated bv C ongress . 

Mr. Hamilton has ann« 0 that the ai d 
given to fo rces led bv Jonas Savlmhi 
tea d pf til? group known i i ljTn n ! 

important to be left to .covert pnwr«^ 


fe j it Should be made a m o tion of nuhHr 
debate. The chairman of the Foreign 
Committee, Representative 
Dante Pascell, Democrat of Florida 
who opposed the Hamilton hill, said he 
did not believe it would ever be enact 
ed. 

The opposition to the Saudi arms sale 
is being led by Senator Alan Cranston 
Democrat of California, and Repre- 
sentative Mel Levine, Democrat of 
California. There are 84 cosponsors of 
the resolution of disapproval in the Sen- 
ate. House opponents are said to repre- 
sent more than a majority there. 

The missile package is for two diftor- 
ent types of air-to-air Sidewinder mis- 
siles valued at $198 million; ZOO shouT 
SUn * er antiaircraft missiles 
800 extra missiles, valued at $88 
million; and 100 air-to^hip Harpoon 
missiles, valued at $107 million. 

It has been justified by the Reagan 
I . . n . stratlon 48 Important to demon- 
S^ m ? rican su PPort for the Saudis 
! w “ en important oil producer faces 
a potential threat from Iran. Also, the 
Administration contends that the Sau- 
dis have been a force for stability in the 
Persian Gulf and that it was critical 
that the United States be seen as will 
ing to help them. 


ton military, as 
m q “ estion °“r reliability 

multiple security 
p ™^J®ms in the area,” he said. 

W *J° voted for it were Republi- 
cans j esse Helms of North Carolina 
Charles McC. Mathias of Maryland’ 

dSS; f i^^om of KarSS ICni 
DaiUel J . Evans of Washington. Sena- 

br*^r Wa ^ d Zorlnak y. Democrat of Ne- 
braska, also voted for the sale. 

U„u^ C ^° n "? ued that sinc « the 
y™. te ^5 Utes was involved In “an un- 

tMties. He also argued that the Saudis 
have never supported the Egyptian-Is! 

**** ^ not given 

S£S!S?SC“““ ,1v ' 0 ' K1 ^' 

In the House committee, Mr. Hamil- 

ke 2“ favor of *** sale to the 
, S , a ’f^2’i ayln « 1 waa important for the 

K^reSon." 01 10 f0FeSake ltS Wends 

mostjjexiveiy granting Saudl^ms 


But our policy has neither yielded 

, Sa “^' support for key United Sutes 
initiatives, nor resulted In Saudi coop- 

era t ion in AHvonrinn t a.. P 


Senator Kicnard G. Luaar Rmmn 

l ch.i™rot systiisss' 

fh«1i Re at 0n f c °mmittee, was one of curity interests in the Middle Fast ” he 

the six committee members to vote for I sai <i- ' ne 

the sale this morning. He said' “We 
risk serious and possibly long-lastina 

thi U Miam° U i f0rei f n P° ,lc y interests in 
the Middle East if we deny a friendly 

P IL W ! St ®. n l regime the basic tools it 
needs to defend itself." 

“Ultimately, the damage will be 


Die opposition to the Saudi sales has 
arisen even though Israel has not made 
;‘“J 8Sue . and the leading pro-lsraeli 
lobbying organization, the American 
fePuMic Affairs Committee, has 
publicly declared that it would not 
work for the defeat of the sale 
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